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Dear………….
As your constituent and a British Serb, I am writing to express my deep concern regarding Britain’s recognition of Kosovo and Metohija’s unilateral declaration of independence. 

Kosovo and Metohija is the cultural and historical heartland of the Serbian nation. We recognise the fact that the ethnic balance of Kosovo has changed and that there has been a significant decline in the Serbian population as a result of forced emigration in the past hundred and forty years of the troubled history of the region. This however cannot alter the fact that Kosovo is and remains an integral autonomous province within internationally recognised borders of the sovereign Republic of Serbia. The recognition of independence of Kosovo and Metohija violates every established norm of International Law and undermines the existing system of international relations.

Firstly, Kosovo’s declaration of independence falls outside the framework of international law. It violates the UN Charter the Helsinki Final Act (1975); EU recognition of FR Yugoslavia and the territorial integrity of its constituent parts, Serbia and Montenegro in 1996;  and  UN Security Council Resolution 1244 (1999) which affirmed the adherence of all UN member states to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Serbia.  Successive British governments have met the obligation to uphold the above charters, treaties, and agreements. Recognition of Kosovo and Metohija’s unilateral declaration of independence constitutes a violation of such obligations.
Secondly, International Law holds that secession from a recognised state can only be granted if it has the consent of the host state, in this case Serbia. As the former Secretary-General of the United Nations Boutros Boutros-Ghali observed in 1992: “If every ethnic, religious or linguistic group claimed statehood, there would be no limit to fragmentation, and peace, security and economic well-being for all would become ever more difficult to achieve”. (Boutros Boutros-Ghali, an Agenda for Peace, Preventive Diplomacy, Peacemaking and Peace-keeping, United Nations, New York, 1992, Para. 17.)

Thirdly, the putative state of Kosovo fails to meet the essential criteria of statehood set out in the Montevideo Convention of 1933. In particular, Kosovo’s present situation of effectively being an international protectorate renders it incapable of satisfying the requirement that a state should be possessed of a government and capacity to enter relations with other states. Kosovo simply does not meet the threshold of independence required by International Law.

Fourthly, recognition of Kosovo violates the 1991 European Union’s Guidelines on Recognition in relation to states emerging from the former USSR and Yugoslavia. These guidelines require prospective states to respect and guarantee the norms of international law, regarding the human rights and the rights of ethnic and national minorities, as condition of their recognition by the International Community. The situation of the remaining Serbian population in Kosovo, living in ghettos behind barbed wire and only able to survive because of the presence of international forces, is a clear demonstration of the violation of this fundamental requirement.
Finally, the precipitate recognition of Kosovo and Metohija’s unilateral declaration of independence has set a dangerous precedent that threatens to destabilise multi-ethnic states, not only in the Balkans but, also in other parts of the world e.g. the most recent demand for independence by Georgia’s province of Abkhasia of 8 March precedent. Britain should take note of the concerns and interests of other EU states, such as Spain, Greece, Cyprus, Romania, and Slovakia who recognise this danger and have declined to recognise the independence of Kosovo and Metohija. 
For all of these reasons we urge you to honour the legal obligations upheld by  successive British governments and use Britain’s significant influence to impress upon all interested parties that the only way to resolve the final status of Kosovo and Metohija is through  constructive dialogue and  continuation of peaceful negotiations. This process must be conducted without prejudice and threat of force, in accordance with the 1961 Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations. British Serbs wish to promote a peaceful resolution to the Kosovo and Metohija problem and would oppose attempts   to forcibly impose a solution upon either the Serbian nor the Albanian population of Kosovo and Metohija.
Yours Sincerely,
